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Michel Foucault calls eugenics one of the “two gjieaovations in the technology of sex in the setbalf of the
nineteenth century"HS, 118). The administration of sex and its fegtitid which Foucault refers, however, reached
a crisis point at the beginning of the™0entury. Economic challenges to British supremadyumiliating
showing by Britain in the Boer War and a declinbighrate, at least among the upper classes, lety B&dtons to
fear that the Empire was becoming less than robustthat its decline could be mapped onto thedsoai the
populace. Eugenics, the ‘science of improvinglst@alton) appeared to offer a solution to whaswaen as a
national deterioration in health, wealth and powas. Karl Pearson writes: “without high averagersiness of
body and soundness of mind, a nation can neitheulieup nor an empire preserved. Permanencealandnance
in the world passes to and from nations even \higlir trise and fall in mental and bodily fitness9(B).

Surprisingly, eugenics in this period appealed bwaad spectrum of political opinion, and was inedkot
only by conservatives, but also by sex radicalssowial reformers. The atrocities of WWII and thger half of
the 20" Century have understandably impoverished our péicreof eugenics but, in the Edwardian period,
eugenics was a site of political contestation fathlradicals and conservatives. In both its ‘pesit{the
encouragement of ‘fit’ procreation) and ‘negatiyie discouragement of ‘unfit’ procreation) aspgeetggenics took
a central role in debates on issues such as migtdritth control, poverty, women'’s suffrage, seg@y, class,
disease and race. Indeed, it is hard to overiatextent to which eugenics permeated Edwardiafiqdiscourse.
Edwardian eugenics, then, becomes an exemplarthsiteaises questions about biopolitics in theégaeras well as
guestions about why it was such an attractive shemfiction writers and theorists who were alsaciabst, feminist
or queer. Writers we will consider include: Miclkucault, Charles Darwin, Francis Galton, KarlriBea,
Havelock Ellis, Edith Ellis, Marie Carmichael StapeMargaret Sanger, HG Wells, Christabel Pankhdeosteph
Conrad, Cecily Hamilton, and Virginia Woolf.

Schedule:

NB: 1. The site archive.org refers to the Internet Archif/¢he link doesn’t work, Google
“Internet Archive” and use the search function.u¥aan read online or download in various
formats.

2. Anything not online (Ellis, Foucault and Stopesdisa data key that | will leave in Leanne’s
office (AHB 2G02B).

3. Complete works by Darwin and Galton are onlindatvin-online.org.uk and galton.org

4. The archive for “The Eugenics Review” is at wwebnnim.nih.gov sNCBI » Literature»
PubMed Central (PMC)

5. Feel free to order hard copies if you wish (ofind different online sites from those
suggested). Broadview Press has good editionsiofrder of the texts, but feel free to make
your own choice.




January 6: Introduction

January 13:

*Charles DarwinThe Origin of Species. Chapter 4, “Natural Selection”; Chapter 14,
“Recapitulation and Conclusion” http://darwin-online.org.ul/

*Erancis GaltonHereditary Genius. “Introduction”; “Classification of Men Accordintp their
Reputation”; “Classification of Men According toeiin Natural Gifts”; Comparison of the Two
Classifications”; “The Comparative Worth of DifferteRaces”
(http://archive.org/details/hereditarygenius1869galt

*Sarah Grand: “Eugenia” fro®ur Manifold Nature: Storiesfrom Life (1894)
(http://archive.org/stream/ourmanifoldnatuOOgrarggage/n5/mode/2up)

January 20:
*Richard Marsh;The Beetle (1897)
(http://archive.org/details/thebeetle05164gut)

*Herbert Spencer, “The Social Organism” (1860).
(http://oll.libertyfund.org/?option=com_ staticxt&sicfile=show.php%3Ftitle=330&chapter=119
773&layout=html&Itemid=27)

January 27:
*Bram StokerPracula (1897). (fttp://archive.org/details/dracula00345gut

*Michel Foucault:The History of Sexuality Vol 1. Part 5 “Right of Death and Power Over Life”
Security, Territory, Population. Chapter 1 (11 January, 1978)
: Society Must be Defended, Chapter 11 (17 March, 1976)

(available on data key in Leanne’s office, UC 180)

February 3:
* Joseph Conradhe Secret Agent (1907). (http://archive.org/details/thesecretags®0974gut)

* Max Nordau, Degeneration (1895). “Dedication”; Book 1, “Fin de Siecle”; Bk 5, “The
Twentieth Century”littp://archive.org/details/degeneration035137)nbp

February 10:

* Marie Carmichael Stope¥ectia, A Banned Play (1926) (available on data key)
*Mary Scharlieb Womanhood and Race Regeneration (1912)
(http://archive.org/stream/womanhoodracereg00sdivgpi@ge/6/mode/20p

February 16-20: Reading Week

February 24:
* Christabel Pankhursthe Great Scourge and How to End It (1913). [akaPlain Facts About a
Great Evil, US Edition]




(http://www.ar chive.or g/details/cu31924021842889 )
C.W. Saleeby,The Progress of Eugenics (1914). Parts 2, 3, 4.
(http://archive.org/stream/cihm_992105#page/n17/mRuqse

March 3:
*H.G. Wells,The Island of Dr. Moreau (1896).
https://archive.org/details/ThelslandOfDr.MoreauABibility

* Margaret Sanger, “Woman'’s Error and Her Debt,”lfevi Should a Woman Avoid Having
Children?” “Birth Control — A Parents’ Problem ordman’s?” “Will Birth Control Help the
Cause of Labour?” frorsMoman and the New Race (1920).(http://www.bartleby.com/1013/)

March 10:
* Samuel ButlerErewhon (1872). http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1906/1906906-h.htm

*H.G. Wells, Anticipations (1902) Chapter 9
(http://archive.org/details/anticipationsofrOOwelit)p H.G. Wells,Mankind in the Making
(1904) Chapters 1 and 2.
(http://archive.org/stream/mankindinmaking00well&ptge/viii/mode/2up

March 17:
*Rebecca Wesihe Return of the Soldier (1918)
(http://archive.org/stream/returnofsoldie00west#pasienode/2up

* Havelock Ellis, The Task of Social Hygiene. Chapters 1-6
(http://archive.org/stream/tasksocialhygieO2elliggpage/n16/mode/2)ip

March 24:
*Cecily Hamilton,William, An Englishman (1920)
(http://www.ar chive.or g/detail s/'williamenglishmaOOhamiial a)

*Karl Pearson, “The Academic Aspect of the ScieotcBational Eugenics”
(http://www.archive.org/details/journaldebotaniO0wgwog

March 31:
* Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway (1925). http://archive.org/details/Mrs.Dalloway

* Edith Lees Ellis, “Eugenics and the Mystical Quatk”; “Eugenics and Spiritual Parenthood”
from The New Horizon in Love and Life (1921)

Assignments:
1. Seminar on primary tex20%

Lead one class for 45-60 minutes. You should aimake an interactive presentation rather
than a speech. These presentations work bestiifthyok of them as teaching exercises in which



you engage the class in discussing a problem, msgeestion in the text, directed by your
insights.

2. 8-10 page write-up of semin&0%

Essentially, this will be a write-up of your semindue two weeks after you presentit. The
length is about that of a conference presentatidre seminar does not have to be all-inclusive,
but should be an argument about a particular agfet text. Feel free to engage critical
and/or theoretical works from the syllabus or frelsewhere.

3. Seminar on a supplementary teb§%

A 20-30 minute presentation on one of the suppléangmeadings for that week. If the
supplementary reading is a long one, you may chtwfzcus on a part of it.

4. Short write-up of the presentation. 3-5 pages. il\gaou may be selectivel0%
5. 15-20-page major pape&25%. Due: April 15

The topic is open, but please see me before yoadm¥bou may choose to include the text
upon which you presented your seminar, but you Ishalso broaden the discussion to include
other literary and/or supplementary texts. Youfege to explore more contemporary
manifestations of eugenics or to look at textsamobur reading list of whatever nationality or
period.

6. Participatiornl0%

NB: Late papers will be penalised 2% per day unlesshave made prior arrangements with me.
If there are medical reasons, please let me krlbywou miss your seminar for reasons other than
documented medical or other tragedy you will noabke to make it up.

Statement on Academic Offences
“Scholastic offences are taken seriously and stisdanme directed to read the appropriate
policy, specifically, the definition of what coristies a Scholastic Offence, at the following
Web site: http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/apg/saholastic_discipline_grad.pdf
Academic Handbook, Exam, Course Outlines Page 4
Issued: 2011 02



