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Ontario Regulation 278/05 clearly indicates that removal of asbestos cloth flex connections is a TYPE 
1 operation. Nonetheless, it is felt that precautions beyond the TYPE 1 procedures to absolutely 
ensure the safety of workers and equipment are appropriate. Therefore, the following procedure is 
recommended. 

APPLICATION: 
Removal of asbestos containing flex connections on air handling equipment in mechanical rooms, 
and some instances, other locations. In any case, the rooms will be isolated from other rooms and 
contain no sprayed asbestos fireproofing. 

PREPARATION: 
1. Shut off, lock and tag the unit to be worked on.

2. Post warning signs on all entries to the room.

PROCEDURE: 
1. HEPA vacuum on and about the flex connection.

2. Place 6 mil polyethylene below connection (if required).

3. Use water and surfactant to saturate asbestos cloth.

4. Using hand tools only, remove mechanical fasteners and remove flex connection.

5. Vacuum or wet wipe any loose material remaining.

PROTECTION: 

• Worker(s) using this procedure shall wear half-face or full-face appropriate respirator and
disposable coveralls.

CLEANUP: 

• Disposable coveralls shall be HEPA vacuumed or wet wiped.

• All material for disposal shall be placed in an appropriate container and be double bagged or
double wrapped in 6 mil plastic. Appropriate tags shall be applied if necessary.

• Plastic drop sheets shall be wetted prior to disposal.

TRAINING REQUIREMENTS: 
Asbestos Awareness (Comprehensive) training must be completed every 3 years. 

REFERENCES: 
WP-11: O Reg 278/05 Type 2 Operations 

• https://uwo.ca/fm/pdf/policies/work_procedures/WP-
11_O_Reg_278_05_Type_2_Operations.pdf
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https://uwo.ca/fm/pdf/policies/work_procedures/WP-11_O_Reg_278_05_Type_2_Operations.pdf



