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“Les langues suivent ainsi une sorte de
developpement en spirale : elles ajoutent
des mots accessoires pour obtenir une
expression  Intense ; ces  mots
s’affaiblissent, se dégradent et tombent au
niveau de simples outils grammaticaux ; on
ajoute de nouveaux mots ou des mots
différents en wvue de I’expression ;
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..diachronic changes show
b1d1rect10nahty expressions
may become more negative over
time (e.g., nului, personne, rien,
aucun) and others more positive
(e.g., nient, nuns, nesun).
Indeed, a single expression such
as nul(lus) first underwent
semantic weakening toward a PI
status and later underwent

“(...) the original negative adverb 1s first
weakened, then found insufficient and therefore
strengthened,  generally  through  some
additional word, and this 1n its turn may be felt
as the negative proper and may then in course
of time be subject to the same development as
the original word”. (Jespersen, 1917 : 4)
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Grammaticalization Jespersen’ Cycle

I’affaiblissement recommence et ainsi sans  morphosyntactic  strengthening
fin.”. (Meillet 1912 : 394) toward an n- word status”.

(Labelle.and Espinal, 2014: 223)
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Existential negation

—3[P(x) A Q(x)]

I did not see anyone

Universal negation

VX [P(x) = Q(x)]

I saw no one

- French. Lingua 145: 194-225.
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