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Learning through improv
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Théétre 'On Donne, a theatre troop
from the department of French
studies at Western, opens their
play De mal en pis this upcom-
ing Saturday at McManus Studio
Theatre.

De mal en pis is a comedic play
by Mariel Ouelette Mauvia per-
formed entirely in French and by
improvisation. The play focuses on
selfish characters and their humor-
ous social interactions.

The cast consists of a multitude
of student personnel, ranging from
a first-year undergraduate student
to PhD students and everything in
between. Western professors in the
department of French studies are

also involved, including the stage
director Servanne Woodward as we

as Paul Venesoen, who arranged the
music, sound and promotions.

First-year student Kristen Nadal
is the voungest cast member, play-
ing the character Diouana Dieng.
After viewing advertisements for
auditions, she joined in hopes of
improving her French skills and
credits the improvisation aspect
as having the greatest impact.

“When you're memorizing just
lines it’s the only thing that you
know but if yau're actually impro-
vising, then yourespeaking French
like: how you would if you actually
wenl o France,” she explains.

In addition, she says thal con-
versing with cast members also
helped to improve her French
due to many of them being native
French speakers.

Despite the dificulties of having
to perform impromptu dialogue in
another language, hadal welcomes
the improvisation as it adds spon-
taneity and fluidity to the play. pro-
ducing stronger emotions from the
ACtors.

Marie-Simone Raad. a PhD stu-

dent stucdying French literature and

a veteran to Théitre U'On Donne,
echoed this sentiment. In the play,
Raud plays both the first wile Maty
Dieng and a scamimer.

“You explore a different world.
It's very different,” she explains.
Noting that in comparison to
Théatre L'On Donnek interpreta-
tion of Don Quixete last year, which
was entirely scripted, De mal ez pis
gives morc opportunitics to the
actors,

Raad is a native I'rench speaker.
She traces her enjoyment of acting
back toa childhood dream of acting
in theatre. As a teenager, she was
taught theatrical inprovisation by
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the school play.

“Fur me, ils not very harnd
because 1 have a lot of imagina-
tion,” she laughs. “T can improv
everything.”

However, she admirts that work-
ing in tandem with the other cast
members and always making sure
to cover vour partner if they've for-
gotten something or if they blank
out on stage can be tricky.

Like Raad, Mansour Bouaziz
is another PhD student study-
ing French literature involved
with the play This is his first tine
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participating in a production by
Théatre L'On Donne, where he plays
the character of Ibrahima Dieng.

“T like the challenge, and as a
future professor, speaking in frant
of an audience is important —
actually it is a part of the profes-
sion,” he says citing his reascons for
joining, “so, | took this opportunitv
as a practice for my future career.”

For Bouaziz, acting in French
isn't challenging, as he'’s fluent in
the language. It would be a greater
task for him to perform in English,
as it's his third language.

“The most challenging partisto
give a spirit to the play; its nor easy.

We'te all nov-professional actors
wilh different personalities” he
explains.

As for the play itself, he’s most
looking forward to the public’s
reaction and to see how they will
respond to the play.

“Even ifthe plavmaynotbeabig
sucoess, | want to say that | learned
somcthing and met wondertul new
people,” he adds.

Demal en pis runs March 14, 15,
18 and 19 at the McManus Studio
Theatre. Tickets can be prrchased at
the department of French studies or
online.
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saywhat?

| speak Spanish to God, Italian to women,
French to men and German to my horse,

= Charles V Holy Roman Emporer
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Reynolds carries
The Voices

Maddy Richard
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The lioices

Director: Marjane Satrapi
Starring: Ryan Reynolds, Anna
Kendrick, Gemma Arteton and Jacki
Weaver

It= fascinating to watch a lcading
man play a darker role. Done well,
the actor can be both charming
and disturbing. The Voices may be
marketed as a black comedy, hut be
warned. This movie focuses more
on mental health and morals than
hamour.

voices.
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of a rman with a mental illness. He
swilches beiween carelree and
childlike 1o violent and unsiable.
By alsc voicing all the animals in
the movie, each voice appears 10
be very much a part of Jerrvs own
mind. Jacki Wilder, who portrays
Jerry's psychotherapist, does a
great job by being a voice of rea-
son., Kendrick and Artcton both
hold their own, however Reynolds
dominates in his role with a terrify-
ing, but terrific performance.
Withaut medication, Jerry's nar-
rative becomes unreliable. Te sees
btrerflies and a |g|-'.|s, rather than
hodies and hload. At ane point,




