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 DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES  
 

CL (2017-18) Intermediality: Book To Film  
 

Instructor: Vlad Tumanov vtumanov@uwo.ca 

Office Location: AHB 3B26  
Class Time/Location: 

Course Content 
What happens to a story as it moves from the medium of narrative 
to that of film?  What are the differences, commonalities and 
problems associated with the (mis)matching of two ways of 
representing reality?  We will explore ways of “seeing" with words and “telling" with 
images... or vice versa. We will consider what is lost and/or gained through this 
intermedial process and to what extent filmmakers "respect" their literary sources or 
displace them. Discussion will be contextualized in the exploration of human psychology, 
anthropology and the history of ideas. 

 

 

Course Requirements: 
Participation    10% 

Oral presentation (book to film transfer of your choice: not from reading list below)  30% 
Essays 1 & 2  (30% each; 3-5 thousand words each; due - Nov. 1. & last class  60% 

Reading/Viewing List (e-books from Amazon):             
1. Novel: Solaris by Stanislaw Lem — Film: Solaris by Andrei Tarkovsky  

2. Novel: Roadside Picnic by A. & B. Strugatsky — Film: Stalker by Andrei Tarkovsky 
3. Novel: Jacob the Liar by Jurek Becker - Film: Jacob the Liar by Frank Beyer 

4. Novel: Nowhere in Africa by Stefanie Zweig - Film: Nowhere in Africa by Caroline Link 
If time allows: 

5. Novel: Perfume   by P. Süskind  — Film: Perfume by Tom Tykwer  
6. Fairy Tale: Tom Thumb by J. & W. Grimm; Jack and the Beanstalk – Film: The Secret 

Adventures of Tom Thumb 

NB: The films will be available for viewing in  1G19 (AHB). 

 
Course Schedule 

Lem-Tarkovsky: Sep./Oct.; Strugatsky-Tarkovsky: Oct.: Becker-Beyer: Oct./Nov. 

Zweig-Link: Nov.; Süskind-Tykwer: Nov./Dec. 

mailto:vtumanov@uwo.ca
http://www.amazon.ca/Solaris-Stanislaw-Lem-ebook/dp/B00Q21MVAI/ref=sr_1_1_twi_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1418053933&sr=1-1&keywords=solaris+lem
http://www.amazon.ca/Roadside-Picnic-Rediscovered-Classics-Strugatsky-ebook/dp/B0087GJ5WI/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1397333901&sr=1-1&keywords=Roadside+Picnic
http://www.amazon.ca/Jacob-Liar-Jurek-Becker-ebook/dp/B0089EHW3M/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1397333943&sr=1-1&keywords=Jacob+the+Liar
http://www.amazon.ca/Nowhere-Africa-Autobiographical-Stefanie-Zweig-ebook/dp/B00I1W47OO/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1397333985&sr=1-1&keywords=Nowhere+in+Africa
http://www.amazon.ca/Perfume-Story-Murderer-Vintage-International-ebook/dp/B00JTCJE52/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1398246479&sr=1-1&keywords=perfume+suskind
http://www.authorama.com/grimms-fairy-tales-24.html
https://www.greatbooks.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/JackBeanstalk_OER_FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UxcFrIoQPXA&t=354s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UxcFrIoQPXA&t=354s
http://database.arts.uwo.ca/artsmovie/user_search.php

