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DESCRIPTION

In this course, we will survey the key figures and texts of the early Modern period. We will
consider issues in metaphysics (the nature of substance, accounts of causality), epistemology (the
challenge of skepticism, whether any ideas are innate), natural theology (proofs of God’s
existence), and the philosophy of mind (the nature and extent of consciousness, the relation of
mind to body).

TEXT
Modern Philosophy: An Anthology of Primary Sources (Hackett, Watkins and Ariew, eds)

OBJECTIVES

Students completing this course successfully will:

(1) be familiar with many of the principal themes and arguments of the philosophers of the early
Modern period

(2) have demonstrated an ability to comprehend and reflect upon complex philosophical
arguments,

(3) be able to write a longer argumentative paper exhibiting advanced researching and critical
skills.

REQUIREMENTS

Assignment Value

Quizzes 30% (15% x 2)
Argumentative Paper 25%

Final 35%

Attendance/Participation 10%

The Department of Philosophy Policies which govern the conduct, standards, and expectations for
student participation in Philosophy courses is available in the Undergraduate section of the Department of
Philosophy website at http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/proceduresappeals.html. It is your
responsibility to understand the policies set out by the Senate and the Department of Philosophy, and thus
ignorance of these policies cannot be used as grounds of appeal.

ACADEMIC OFFENCES

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf



http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/proceduresappeals.html
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf

PLAGIARISM CHECKING

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system.
Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com.

SUPPORT SERVICES

Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca

Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/

Student Development Centre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain
help. Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519.661.3030 (during class
hours) or 519.433.2023 after class hours and on weekends.
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