AH 3696G [Winter 2023]: Paradise Found: Un/tamed Nature in Early Modern Art

I acknowledge that Western University is located on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek (Ah-
nish-in-a-bek), Haudenosaunee (Ho-den-no-show-nee), Liinaapéewak (Len-ah- pay-wuk) and Neutral
peoples, on lands connected to several Treaties including Treaty 6 London Township, Treaty 7 Sombra
Township, Treaty 21 Longwoods and the Dish with One Spoon Covenant Wampum. This place
continues to be home to diverse Indigenous peoples who are recognized as contemporary stewards of
the land and vital contributors to society.

Instructor: Ira Kazi Class Location: VAC 249

Office: VAC 240 Class Time: Tuesday: 11:30AM to 2:30
Email: ikazi3@uwo.ca

Office Hours: Tuesdays 2:30 — 3:30

Please note this course outline is subject to change
Course Overview

This course will explore fifteenth to seventeenth-century sites and artistic developments
through the examination of natural spaces. Nature, both tamed and untamed, has been present in
art in countless ways, including being a source of inspiration, the background or subject of
images, materials, and places where art can be created and discussed. By focusing on European,
Colonial Latin American and Islamic art, the course will explore the interconnections between
natural space and art. Classes will be organized spatially with examinations of divine spaces,
untamed natural places, and gardens. Through the application of Renaissance and modern
theories of space, students will consider the complex relationship between the representation of
early modern places and matters of power, gender, gaze, and colonization. Using an
interdisciplinary approach, we will study these cultures and artworks from the perspectives of art
history, architecture, landscape design, history, ecocriticism.

Learning outcomes for students:
This course is designed to assist you in acquiring:

e abroader understanding of early concepts and artistic presentations of green spaces
shapes contemporary ecocriticism, queer ecology, and approaches to sustainability.

¢ knowledge about artistic and visual cultural production within a series of diverse
historical contexts.

e familiarity with terminology, stylistic classifications, methods, and theories employed in
the study of art and visual culture.

e communication and writing skills through class participation, writing assignments, and
presentations

Course Delivery: This course will be in person, which means that we will meet as a group
weekly.



Assignments

Participation (20%): Rolling dates

- Class participation: 10%

- 250-word responses: 10%
Group Assignment (20%): January 31, 2023
Short assignment (20%): February 17, 2023*
Research Project (40%)

- Proposal: 10%: March 10, 2023

- Paper: 30%: April 7, 2023
Total: 100%
** Detailed assignment instructions to follow**

Course Content
Week 1 (Jan 10) — Seeds: Introduction to the Course
Week 2 (Jan 17) - The Apple: Arcadia, Golden Age, and Garden of Eden
Week 3 (Jan 17)— The Lily: Virgin Mary: Hortus Conclusus and Sacra conversazione.
Week 4 (Jan 31) — The Garden: Islamic Gardens and Paradise
Week 5 (Feb 7)— Forests: Heterotopias of Virtue and Vice
Week 6 (Feb 14) — Sheep & Shepherds: The Pastoral
Week 7 (Feb 21) — Reading week
Week 8 (Feb 28) — Laurel Tree: Villa Gardens
Week 9 (Mar 7) — Guest Lecture on Nature and Colonization of the Americas
Week 10 (Mar 14) — Colonial Collections and Post-colonial approaches
Week 11 (Mar 21) — The Sun: Nature and Power in Versailles and Other Palaces
Week 12 (Mar 28) — Guest Lecture on Still Life and Women Botanical Artists
Week 13 (April 4) — Queer Ecology
Course Materials: All required readings, videos, and podcasts will be available through OWL.
General Course Policies
Late Assignments:

Students are expected to complete all assignments on time or within the designated grace period.
Extensions will be given only upon official notification from the student’s faculty advisor
documenting bereavement or serious health issues for assignments worth more than 10%. For
assignments worth less than 10%, please reach out to your instructor. Late assignments are
subject to a 10% penalty per day.



A student seeking academic accommodation for any work worth less than 10% must contact the
instructor or follow the appropriate Department or course specific instructions provided on the
course outline. In arranging accommodation, instructors will use good judgment and ensure fair
treatment for all students. In all cases where accommodation is being sought for work totalling
10% or more of the final grade in a course, students will be directed to the appropriate Faculty
Dean’s office.

Students who have been denied accommodation by an instructor may appeal this decision to the
appropriate Faculty Dean’s office but will be required to present appropriate documentation.

Prerequisite Checking:

You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course prerequisites
and that you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites may not be used as
basis of appeal. If you are not eligible for a course, you may be removed from it at any time, and
you will receive no adjustment to your fees. These decisions cannot be appealed.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism, which may be defined as “The act or an instance of copying or stealing another’s
words or ideas and attributing them as one’s own,” will not be tolerated. (Citation excerpted
from Black’s Law Dictionary, 1999, 7th ed.,

p. 1170). This includes presenting the visual or aural work of another creator as your own. Visual
or Aural Plagiarism may involve both hand-based media such as drawing, painting, printmaking
and sculpture, as well as digital media such as photography, video and sound. It includes work
subsequently manipulated or transferred between different media, as well as self-plagiarism —
work submitted for assignments previously produced and graded for another course. Similar to
textual plagiarism, all student work involving the visual or aural work of others must be
appropriately cited/identified whether in print or orally. Failure to do so will lead to similar
academic penalties as those identified in Western’s Academic Calendar.

Student Conduct:

All students will conduct themselves in a manner that will be consistent with the maturity and
academic integrity expected of university students. Student conduct shall be consistent with the
general laws of the community and with University regulations. Students shall show regard and
respect for the rights, safety, and property of all members of the University community and are
expected to act in a responsible manner within the University and the community at large.
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of conduct.pdf

Academic Sanctions:

In instances of non-payment of prescribed tuition and other fees, the University shall seal the
academic record. When an academic record is sealed, the student will not be able to: a) view
grades; b) register in future courses; ¢) receive transcripts or a degree diploma; d) obtain
admission or readmission.


https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of_conduct.pdf

The above prohibitions shall be in force until such time as indebtedness to the University,
including payment of fee for removal of the seal, has been cleared to the satisfaction of the
University.
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategorylD=1&Command=showCa
tegory&Keywords=academic%?20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&Arc
hiveID=#SubHeading_169

Additional Course Material Request Policy

For online courses the material may be presented in a variety of ways at the instructor’s
discretion. Requests for additional material can only be made in cases necessitating academic
accommodation. If a student requires Academic Accommodation for the course material, they
can contact Western’s Academic Support & Engagement department.
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/

Academic Consideration:

The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet their academic responsibilities may, on
occasion, be impaired by medical illness. Illness may be acute (short term), or it may be chronic
(long term), or chronic with acute episodes. The University further recognizes that medical
situations are deeply personal and respects the need for privacy and confidentiality in these
matters. However, in order to ensure fairness and consistency for all students, academic
accommodation for work representing 10% or more of the student’s overall grade in the course
shall be granted only in those cases where there is documentation indicating that the student was
seriously affected by illness and could not reasonably be expected to meet their academic
responsibilities.

Documentation shall be submitted, as soon as possible, to the appropriate Dean’s office (the
Office of the Dean of the student’s Faculty of registration/home Faculty) together with a request
for relief specifying the nature of the accommodation being requested. These documents will be
retained in the student’s file, and will be held in confidence in accordance with the University’s
Official Student Record Information Privacy Policy. Once the petition and supporting documents
have been received and assessed, appropriate academic accommodation shall be determined by
the Dean’s Office in consultation with the student’s instructor(s). Academic accommodation may
include extension of deadlines, waiver of attendance requirements for classes/labs/tutorials,
arranging Special Exams or Incompletes, re-weighting course requirements, or granting late
withdrawals without academic penalty. Academic accommodation shall be granted only where
the documentation indicates that the onset, duration and severity of the illness are such that the
student could not reasonably be expected to complete their academic responsibilities. (Note — it
will not be sufficient to provide documentation indicating simply that the student “was seen for a
medical reason” or “was ill.”)

Whenever possible, students who require academic accommodation should provide notification
and documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Students must follow up with
their professors and their Academic Counselling office in a timely manner.


http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
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http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/

Documentation from Family Physicians/Nurse Practitioners and Walk-In Clinics A Western
Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required where a student is seeking academic
accommodation. This documentation should be obtained at the time of the initial consultation
with the physician/nurse practitioner or walk-in clinic. An SMC can be downloaded at
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf.

At the time of illness, students should make an appointment with a physician/nurse practitioner
at Student Health Services. During this appointment, request a Student Medical Certificate from
the Physician/Nurse Practitioner.

Students should request that an SMC be filled out. Students may bring this form with them, or
request alternative Emergency Department documentation. Documentation should be secured at
the time of the initial visit to the Emergency Department. Where it is not possible for a student to
have an SMC completed by the attending physician, the student must request documentation
sufficient to demonstrate that their ability to meet their academic responsibilities was seriously
affected.

Instructors are encouraged, in the first instance, to arrange participation requirements and
multiple small assignments in such a way as to allow students some flexibility.

Attendance:

Under university regulations, if someone misses more than 15% of their classes (15% is
equivalent to missing 8 hours of Lecture and/or Studio Lab, due to absence or lateness, or a
combination of both, per semester) without written corroboration for health or bereavement,
students can be debarred from participation in final evaluations and/or assignments.

Note that if a student is consistently absent from a 3-hour class for 1 hour, they will exceed the
15% cutoff and be debarred; assignments may stop being accepted and such assignments will
receive a mark of 0 (zero)

Religious Accommodation

Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and should give
reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic Counsellor if
their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance. Additional information is
given in the Western Multicultural Calendar.

Normal Building Access (September 1st to April 30th) (Subject to change):

The John Labatt Visual Arts Centre will be closed at 10:00pm each night Monday to Friday.
There will be no after-hour access for undergraduate students. The Centre is open weekends
12:00pm-5:00pm unless otherwise posted; access by side entrances only. Students should be
prepared to vacate the building promptly at 10:00pm and 5:00pm. You must also sign-in with the
building monitors when working in the workshop areas outside of regular office hours.

Support Services:


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf

There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to:
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca Student Support Services
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login Services provided by the USC
http://westernusc.ca/services/ Academic Support and Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Health and Wellness
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain
help. Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519.661.3030 (during class
hours) or 519.433.2023 after class hours and on weekends.

Health and Wellness:

Western offers a variety of counselling services and several mental health resources for students.
If you or a friend are feeling overwhelmed, confused or unsure of your mental health state,
please don’t ignore it. There are steps you can take to help yourself or help others. Western
provides several on-campus health-related services to help engage in healthy living while
pursuing your degree. For example, to support physical activity, all students receive membership
in Western’s Campus Recreation Centre. Further information regarding health and wellness-
related services available to students may be found at http://www.health.uwo.ca/.

If you are in emotional or mental distress should refer to Mental Health Support at Western
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain
help.

Gender Neutral Bathrooms:

Middlesex College does not have specifically gender-neutral bathrooms. There are two gender
neutral bathrooms in the JLVAC. One is located in the Artlab and is open only during Artlab
hours. A second single stall gender neutral bathroom can be found on the third floor of the
JLVAC. Here is the full list of inclusive washrooms at UWO:
http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf. Please contact the Administrative
Officer, Meghan Edmiston (meghan.edmiston@uwo.ca), for card access to the elevator and stairs
if you are in need of the 3rd floor gender neutral/accessible washroom for the academic year.

VISUAL ARTS ART HISTORY/MUSEUM AND CURATORIAL STUDIES GRADE
DESCRIPTORS

90-100 (Outstanding, A+) The writing shows significant originality and exhibits a high degree of
critical engagement. Sophisticated synthesis and analysis of the theoretical and conceptual
dimensions of the topic are demonstrated. Mastery of complex material and ideas is immediately
evident. The topic is treated with sensitivity and subtlety of thought. The quality of the
background research is exemplary. Regarding research, all major secondary sources pertaining to
the topic have been consulted and proper citation has been used.

80-89 (Excellent, A) The writing shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical
engagement. Writing is probing through the use of comments and/or questions, and is clearly
focused and logically organized. The quality of writing immediately engages the reader. Mastery
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of complex materials and ideas is demonstrated. The writing is of appropriate length, and
demonstrates mastery of techniques so that results are meaningful and not simplistic. Regarding
research, a majority of the secondary sources pertaining to the topic have been consulted and
proper citation has been used.

75-79 (Very Good, B+) The writing shows above average analysis, critical thinking and
independent thought. Written claims are supported by ample evidence and the components of the
topic are well-researched and presented. The work is addressed in reasonable depth and/or
breadth and covers material appropriate to the course. Written analysis is organized around focal
points and the development of the argument is easily followed. The writer demonstrates an above
average ability to write in an intelligible style and to condense material meaningfully and with a
concern for priorities of that material. Regarding research, a representative selection of
secondary sources pertaining to the topic has been consulted and proper citation has been used.

70-74 (Good, B) The writing shows a satisfactory attempt at analysis and critical thinking.
Written claims are supported by reasonable evidence. The work is addressed in some depth
and/or breadth, with references to the appropriate literature and course material. Written analysis
is organized around focal points. The text is generally well written and well argued. Regarding
research, a somewhat limited selection of secondary sources pertaining to the topic has been
consulted and proper citation has been used.

60-69 (Competent, C) The writing demonstrates adequate engagement with the topic. The
writing is on topic and is a reasonable response to material covered in the course, but goes no
further. Written facts are stated accurately; the quality of

writing is sufficiently intelligible with enough elaboration and enough connections made
between ideas to permit a reader to understand the point of the text. Regarding research, an
insufficient number of secondary sources pertaining to the topic has been consulted but proper
citation has been used.

50-59 (Marginal, D) The writing shows less than adequate engagement with the topic and with
the material covered by the course. The writing is a less than adequate summary of sources
and/or is considerably off-topic. Written facts are stated inaccurately or ambiguously; the writing
style is difficult to follow; there is insufficient elaboration to permit reader's comprehension of
relations among ideas; little judgment is shown in selecting detail for inclusion in the text.
Regarding research, few secondary sources pertaining to the topic have been consulted; proper
citation may or may not have been used.

Below 50 (Unacceptable, F) The writing demonstrates a failure to comprehend the topic. Written
material is disorganized and unintelligible. The work clearly does not meet the minimal
requirements of the assignment. Regarding research, secondary sources pertaining to the topic
have not been consulted and proper citation has not been used.



